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WEDDING LITURGY GUIDELINES 
 
Planning the Wedding 

Contact: Before finalizing any music or liturgy plans, please contact the liturgist for St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church: smliturgy@stmaryswinona.org, 507-452-5656, ext. 4 

 

Eucharist: Eucharist is not required for weddings, especially if one party or their family is not 

Catholic.  Be sure to consult with the presider well in advance regarding this decision. 

 

Music planning: Because the wedding liturgy is the action of the entire church, every effort should be 

made to enable the assembly to sing the same parts of the liturgy that are sung on Sunday.  All music 

selections must be approved by the Director of Liturgy and Music.  

 

Musicians: We strongly recommend hiring parish musicians from the regular music ministry, rather 

than from outside the parish. It helps to ensure that the liturgy will go smoothly, since the presider, 

cantor, accompanist, and instrumentalists are accustomed to working with each other. A list of 

recommended musicians is available upon request of the parish Director of Liturgy & Music. If 
non-parish musicians are engaged, they should be well-qualified and familiar with liturgy.   
 

Reservations & Clergy 

 

Please check with the pastor before you set a date and time.  Weddings are typically scheduled on 

Saturday no later than 2:00 p.m.  No weddings are celebrated during Lent, due to the nature of the 

season. 

  

Normally, the pastor of this parish will celebrate all marriages.  If the family wishes a relative or 

family friend to witness the marriage, the pastor will be happy to have him officiate.  If one of the 

parties is not Catholic, the pastor will welcome his/her minister to assist at the liturgy. 

 

Since all couples who intend to marry are adults, they are expected to be registered and supporting 

members of their parish. 

 

Qualified applicants may also be married at the Chapel of Saint Mary of the Angels. Couples may 

contact the Director of Event Services & Camps at 507-457-6921 up to sixteen months in advance of 

the wedding date. 

 

Decorations 

 

Candles: All candles should be restricted to the altar area.  Candelabra may not be used, unless the 

candles are contained in “hurricane lamps.”  If the couple chooses to use the unity candle ritual, the 

candles are not provided by the church. A candle holder is available.  

 

The Aisle: An aisle cloth may not be used over the carpet for safety and liability reasons.  No 

dropping of flower petals is allowed in the aisle during entrance procession, unless silk petals are 

used and cleaned up afterward. 

 

Rice & Bird Seed: We ask that rice and bird seed not be thrown on parish grounds.  Please inform 

your wedding party. 

 

Parish Decorations: The Director of Liturgy and Music should be consulted about the seasonal 

decorations in the church.  Specific colors are assigned to liturgical seasons according to the Church 
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year.  Please consult the liturgist about what is appropriate during this time.  Parish seasonal 

decorations may not be removed without permission.  All wedding decorations must be removed 

from the church immediately after the wedding.  

 

Clean-up: If you bring food and non-alcoholic beverages, please confine them to Marian Hall or the 

St. Francis room.  Please be responsible for the removal of all wedding decorations and removing 

such things as flower boxes, film packages, pop cans and programs.  Any church furnishings used for 

the wedding need to be returned to storage.  Please designate someone for these tasks. 

 

Photography 

 

The photographer should consult with the presider before the wedding.  The church is a house of 

worship and prayer, and we ask that it be accorded due reverence and respect. 

 

Formal wedding pictures may be taken before the liturgy.  Photos afterward must be complete one-

half hour before confessions begin.  No church furnishings should be moved without permission. 

 

Flash photography is allowed only during the processional and recessional, and not during the rest of 

the liturgy.  You may want to make note of this in your program.  Normally the photographer should 

not move about in the nave of the church during the rest of the ceremony, but should take pictures 

from the balcony using the necessary equipment. 

 

Video-taping of the wedding should be done with a tripod or fixed camera, using available light only.  

The person taping should consult the presider about the positioning of the video camera. 

 

Conduct & Security 

No alcohol or mood altering chemicals are allowed on church property.  No smoking is allowed in 

the building.  Also, St. Mary’s is a building with free access to outsiders during celebrations such as 

your wedding.  For this reason we cannot accept responsibility for any personal possessions left 

unattended by members of your wedding party, relatives, and friends. 

 

CHECKLIST TO PREPARE FOR THE WEDDING 

 

_____Initial meeting with the pastor. 

 

_____Obtain baptism certificates and give them to the pastor. 

 

_____Sessions with PREPARE couple, using the relational inventory PREPARE. 

 

_____$35 fee paid by couple to take PREPARE tool online.  

 

_____Experience a justice or outreach activity together. 

 

_____Participation in a Catholic Charities seminar series or marriage preparation weekend 

 

_____At least 3 months before the wedding, meet with the Director of Liturgy and Music to plan the 

wedding liturgy. 

 

_____Schedule rehearsal with the pastor. 

 

_____Bring unity candle, marriage license, and parish offering ($100 minimum) to rehearsal. 


